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Objective: This study investigates the decisive role of integrated ground
combat systems in the operational success of the Second Nagorno-Karabakh
War (2020) and extracts practical lessons for modernizing military doctrines,
with emphasis on Iran's Armed Forces. The research examines how synergy
among firepower, command and control (C2), and logistical support
contributed to Azerbaijan's superiority and its implications for future land
warfare.

Methodology: This research employs a mixed-methods approach combining
qualitative and quantitative techniques. The qualitative phase consists of
inductive content analysis based on semi-structured interviews with military
experts and document analysis of official reports and academic sources. The
quantitative phase involves a questionnaire administered to 28 subject matter
experts, measuring agreement across two dimensions: ground combat
systems and modern armaments. Reliability was confirmed using
Cronbach's alpha (a > 0.85).

Findings: Findings reveal that Azerbaijan's success resulted from integrated
synergy among three pillars: (1) advanced C2 with decentralized decision
making; (2) precision strike capabilities, particularly combat UAVs
disrupting Armenian defenses; and (3) resilient logistical support.
Quantitative data showed 83.9% confirmed ground combat systems'
effectiveness (mean = 4.11/5), while 87.9% affirmed new armaments' role
(mean = 4.20/5). Priority rankings placed UAVs and electronic warfare at
the top. The study also identified vulnerabilities in Armenia's Soviet-era
doctrine against network-centric hybrid warfare.

Conclusion: This paper offers an empirically grounded analysis of
conventional emerging technology synergy in contemporary conflict. Unlike
studies focusing on single platforms, it provides a holistic framework
showing that integration—not mere possession—determines operational
outcomes. The findings offer actionable recommendations for Iran's Armed
Forces, including doctrinal revisions, secure C2 networks, and enhanced
joint training, serving as a reference for regional military strategists.
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