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Objective: Bioterrorist threats, due to their covert, multilayered nature
and far-reaching security consequences, have emerged as one of the
most complex and novel challenges to national security. The purpose of
this study is to identify and analyze the dimensions of preventive
measures adopted by the Islamic Republic of Iran Army to counter
bioterrorist threats, with particular emphasis on the interactions and
interdependencies among these dimensions.

Method: This research is applied in purpose and adopts a qualitative
approach using a descriptive—analytical design. Data were collected
through library research and semi-structured interviews with 30 experts
and specialists in the security, intelligence, and medical fields of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Army. The collected data were analyzed using
thematic analysis.

Findings: The findings indicate that the preventive measures of the
Islamic Republic of Iran Army against bioterrorist threats possess a
systemic and interconnected structure. These measures can be
explained through eight main dimensions: education and
awareness-raising; research and technological development; biosafety
and physical protection; preparedness and drills; intersectoral
cooperation; resource management and logistical support; intelligence
and security measures; and international interactions. The effectiveness
of each dimension is significantly dependent on its level of
coordination and interaction with the other dimensions.

Conclusion: The results demonstrate that the biological preparedness
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Army is not achieved through the
isolated strengthening of individual preventive dimensions, but rather
through their dynamic and synergistic interaction. Such an integrated
approach can enhance the effectiveness of biological defense and
contribute to greater resilience in national security.
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