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Purpose: This study analyzes the hybrid threat environment
confronting the Islamic Republic of Iran and identifies the
strategic requirements for developing an indigenous and
integrated defense posture. Given the complexity, deniability,
and cross-domain synchronization of hybrid threats, the
research proposes a conceptual-strategic framework to
enhance national readiness and response effectiveness.
Method: Using a qualitative—analytical methodology, the
study synthesizes domestic and international sources to
examine core constructs including hybrid warfare, defense
strategy, modern deterrence, cognitive warfare, and multi-
domain operations within contemporary security contexts. The
empirical dimensions of hybrid threats in Iran are assessed
through structural analysis supported by secondary statistical
data in cyber, media, economic, and socio-behavioral domains.
Findings: Results indicate that hybrid threats against Iran
materialize across five key vectors: cyber intrusions,
cognitive-media operations, proxy and border conflicts,
economic—psychological pressure, and socially engineered
unrest. Statistical evidence demonstrates a clear escalation in
both scale and sophistication over the past decade. The study
further identifies systemic gaps particularly the absence of a
national doctrine, limited inter-agency integration, and
insufficient cognitive defense capacity that constrain
coordinated responses.

Conclusion: Effective counter-hybrid defense requires a shift
from traditional, compartmentalized security approaches
toward a proactive, multilayered, and indigenized model.
Essential priorities include establishing a national hybrid-
threat command structure, strengthening societal cognitive
resilience, developing an integrated early-warning system, and
updating defense education to address emerging hybrid
operational realities.
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